Title: A Good Church: Where Community and Growth Go Hand in Hand

Scripture Reference: Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) »And.let.us.consider.how.we.may.spur.one.another.
on.toward.love.and.good.deeds?not.giving.up.meeting.together?as.some.are.in.the.habit.of.doing?
but.encouraging.one.another- and.all.the.more.as.you.see.the.Day.approachingj

Question

What does a good church look like to you?

How has being part of a church community contributed to your spiritual growth and
accountability? Are there areas where you could engage more deeply?

A Place for Spiritual Growth and Accountability

Scripture Reference: Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV) »So.Christ.himself.gave.the.apostles?the.prophets?
the.evangelists?the.pastors?and.teachers?to.equip.his.people.for.works.of.service?so.that.the.body.
of.Christ.may.be.built.upj

A good church is where we grow spiritually, where the Word of God feeds us, and where we are held
accountable. We need the guidance of pastors, teachers, and spiritual leaders to equip us for
works of service and maturity in our faith.

Practical Application:

e Regular Attendance and Study: Make it a priority to attend services regularly and get
involved in Bible studies or small groups. Don’t just show up; engage with the teachings and
be open to learning and growing.

e Accountability Partnerships: Find someone in the church to hold you accountable in your
walk with God. Spiritual growth requires transparency and encouragement from others.

Question
How importantis community in the church?
Does anyone have a story about how the community helped them grow spiritually?

A Place for Community and Support

Scripture Reference: Acts 2:42 (NIV) »They.devoted.themselves.to.the.apostlesiteaching.and.to.
fellowship?to.the.breaking.of.bread.and.to.prayeri

We are not meant to walk the Christian journey alone. The early church thrived because the
believers devoted themselves to fellowship. A good church provides a loving community where we
can share our burdens, celebrate our victories, and pray for one another.



Practical Application:

e Fellowship and Service: Don’t just attend church for the service. Get involved in the life of
the church. Join a ministry, build a ministry, serve others, and make meaningful
connections with fellow believers.

e Support System: Seek out and offer support within the church. If you’re going through a
tough time, let your church family know so they can pray for you, visit you, and provide
practical help.

Question

Does anyone love serving or have the heart for missionary work? Why?

When you serve, do you witness? If so, would you recommend the church for further
guidance?

A Place for Mission and Outreach

Scripture Reference: Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) »Therefore.go.and.make.disciples.of.all.nations?
baptizing.them.in.the.name.of.the.Father.and.of.the.Son.and.of.the.Holy.Spirit2and.teaching.them.to.
obey.everything.l.have.commanded.youj

A good church is not only concerned with its internal community but also with fulfilling the Great
Commission. We are called to reach the lost, share the Gospel, and be the hands and feet of Jesus
in our world. The church gives us the structure and support to engage in mission and outreach.

Practical Application:

e Participate in Outreach: Get involved in your church’s outreach programs. Whether it’s
feeding the homeless, visiting the sick, or sharing the Gospel, find ways to fulfill God’s
mission actively.

e Bealightin Your Community: Don’t wait for church events to reach others. Be a light in
your workplace, neighborhood, and family. The church equips you to share Christ’s love
every day.



Conclusion

The Church holds great significance to God, according to Christian belief, for several reasons:

Body of Christ: In the New Testament, the Church is described as the "body of Christ"
(Ephesians 1:22-23). This means that believers united through faith in Jesus, are
spiritually connected to Him and each other. The Church is seen as Christ's presence
on Earth, continuing His mission.

Bride of Christ: The Church is also referred to as the "bride of Christ" (Revelation 19:7-
9, Ephesians 5:25-27). This metaphor reflects the deep, covenantal relationship
between Christ and His people. The Church is cherished, loved, and set apart for God,
much like a bride for her groom.

Spreading the Gospel: The Church's mission is to spread the Gospel and make
disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19-20). This is central to God's plan for redemption
and salvation. Through the Church, God works to bring people into a relationship with
Him.

Community of Believers: The Churchis also where believers gather for worship,
fellowship, and mutual support (Acts 2:42-47). Itis seen as a place where faith is
nurtured and lived out practically, encouraging growth in spiritual maturity.

Temple of the Holy Spirit: The Church is viewed as the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit
(1 Corinthians 3:16-17). God is believed to be actively working in and through the
Church, guiding and empowering believers to live according to His will.

Reflection Questions

In what ways can you take a more active role in your church to support its mission of equipping

believers for works of service, as mentioned in Ephesians 4:11-127?

Have you experienced a time when your church community helped you during a difficult season?
How canyou, in turn, be a source of support for others within the church?



